
DRAFT MINUTES OF DHS SCHOOL COUNCIL MEETING of THURSDAY, JUNE 16, 2016 

 

CALL TO ORDER:    4:05pm 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT:   Parents: Mary Lynn Carson, Joe Lamothe, Kristin Rappe, Colleen Slocum 

    Faculty: Kate Bonneau, Dave Maimaron, Dave Scott, Elizabeth Walsh 

    Chairperson/Ex-Officio non voting:  Andrew Stephens, DHS Principal 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT: 2 citizens commented on the Chemical Health Policy 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Ms. Slocum moved to accept the May 31 2016 School Council minutes,   

   Ms. Carson second.  No discussion, motion approved 8-0 by voice vote 

 

PRINCIPAL'S REPORT: Mr. Stephens proposed revised handbook language as follows: 

 

Knowingly in the Presence - First Offense = 10% athletic suspension (games only) - 1 week 
co-curricular activity suspension; NHS - no more than probation; Leadership positions 
including Captaincy = 1 month suspension.  

**Second Offense would be equal to first offense Possession/Use detailed below: 
Possession/Use (off campus) - First offense = 40% suspension (games only - 4 week co-

curricular activity suspension) -- can be reduced to 25% and 2 weeks respectively if student 
meets with counselor; NHS - up to dismissal; Leadership/Captaincy = 1 calendar year. 
 

DISCUSSION: Discussion ensued among the members on the merits of both the changes and the 
policy in general. Ms. Slocum was very concerned that the same penalty for both first incidence of 

use/possession and second occurrence of knowingly in the presence would not discourage actual use by 
students.  All members present favored a reduction in the penalty for knowingly in the presence: Ms. 
Slocum, Mr. Lamothe, Mr. Maimaron and Ms. Rappe all preferred complete removal of the language 

and penalties for knowingly in the presence, while Ms. Bonneau, Ms. Carson, Mr. Scott and Ms. Walsh 
supported keeping some penalty for students. 
 

Mr. Stephens noted support of the changes expressed via email communication from the four School 
Council members not present.  Mr. Lamothe questioned the use of email in this instance referencing 

Open Meeting law requirements on deliberation.  Mr. Stephens said he would accept the emailed 
messages and take them into consideration. 
 

A question was raised concerning the disposition of student discipline if a student cited for minor in 
possession appealed the ticket through the legal system.  Mr. Stephens said the school penalty will be 

implemented without regard for the appeal results of the civic penalty.  Mr. Stephens also noted that 
there would be assemblies with students and the school resource officer early in the school year to 
clarify police procedure on enforcement of the bylaw and student rights and expectations.  

 

ATHLETIC HANDBOOK: Mr. Maimaron had questions about the following: 

1. Academic Eligibility language on pg 7 of athletic handbook for senior re-eligibility, and page 13 of 
same handbook clarifying extent of Chemical Health penalty 
2. Complication of additional CPR/First Aid training requirements for volunteer coaches, how and 

when to provide this training so volunteer coach availability is not reduced 
3. Conflict between Chemical Health penalty of 60% and “bona fide team member” designation 

 

Mr. Stephens  disagreed with point #1, and noted for #2 and #3 that he would discuss, consider, and 
revise as needed the Athletic Handbook language with the Athletic Director Mr. Holdgate. 

 



ADJOURNMENT: Mr. Scott moved to adjourn the meeting, Ms. Rappe second. 
   No discussion, motion approved by voice vote 8-0 at 6:03pm. 
 

 


